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CDCôs Division of Cancer Prevention 

and Control

ÉOne of 10 divisions in CDCôs National Center for 
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion

ÉProvide national leadership in implementing a 
comprehensive, public health approach to cancer 
control

ÉFocus on prevention, early detection, surveillance, 
cancer survivorship and reduction of health disparities

ÉWork closely with state, tribal and territorial health 
agencies, voluntary and professional organizations, 
academia, other federal agencies and the private sector

http://www.cdc.gov/


Colorectal Cancer Burden of Disease

É Second leading cause of cancer deaths in U.S.

É Affects women and men of all races

É Certain populations are at increased risk

¸African-Americans, Alaska Natives

¸Those with personal or family history, inflammatory bowel 

disease, certain hereditary syndromes

É Treatment costs about $8.4 billion per year



Screening Saves Lives and 

Health Care Costs

É Reduces colorectal cancer deaths by 70-90% 

I̧dentify and remove all pre-malignant polyps

ÉCollaborative study with National Colorectal 
Cancer Roundtable

I̧ncreased screening in pre-Medicare population 
leads to savings to Medicare

¸Majority of savings due to cancers prevented



Natural History of Colorectal Cancer:
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Disparities in Colorectal 

Cancer Burden and Screening 

Rates



Invasive Colorectal Cancer Incidence Rates,

United States, 2002-2006

All <50 50-64 65+

All 50.4 6.4 80.1 266.9

African American 58.3 7.8 108.3 288.3

White 49.5 6.1 76.7 265.6

U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. United States Cancer Statistics: 1999ï2006 Incidence and Mortality Web-based  Report pre-release 

data. Atlanta (GA): Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and National Cancer Institute; 2010



Invasive Colorectal Cancer Incidence Rates,

United States, 2002-2006

All <50 50-64 65+

Men 59.0 6.7 94.8 316.3

African American 68.4 8.2 124.0 347.3

White 58.2 6.5 91.7 314.8

Women 43.6 6.1 66.4 231.3

African American 51.7 7.6 95.6 252.5

White 42.6 5.8 62.6 229.6

U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. United States Cancer Statistics: 1999ï2006 Incidence and Mortality Web-based  Report pre-release 

data. Atlanta (GA): Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and National Cancer Institute; 2010



© David Perdue MD MSPH

perdu001@umn.edu *US SEER data 1974-2001; Alaska Native Tumor Registry , 2004

Colorectal

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

'69-73 '74-78 '79-83 '84-88 '89-93 '94-98 '99-03Years

R
a
te

 p
e
r 

1
0
0
,0

0
0

AKN Men

US Men

AKN Women

US Women

Colorectal

Alaska Native and US White Age-Adjusted 

Cancer Incidence Rates, 1969-2003*


